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What is Kabbalah?
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They may not expound upon the subject of forbidden relations in the presence of three.
Nor the work of creation in the presence of two. Nor [the work of] the chariot in the
presence of one, unless he is a sage and understands of his own knowledge. Whoever
speculates upon four things, it would have been better had he not come into the world:
what is above, what is beneath, what came before, and what came after. And whoever takes
no thought for the honor of his creator, it would have been better had he not come into

the world.
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And God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. They shall rule the fish

of the sea, the birds of the sky, the cattle, the whole earth, and all the creeping things that

”
creep on earth.
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And God created man in His image, in the image of God He created him; male and female

He created them.
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And the LORD said to Moses, “I will also do this thing that you have asked; for you have

truly gained My favor and I have singled you out by name.”
Exodus 33
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He said, “Oh, let me behold Your Presence!”
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And He answered, “I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim

before you the name LORD, and the grace that I grant and the compassion that I show.
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But,” He said, “you cannot see My face, for man may not see Me and live.”
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And the LORD said, “See, there is a place near Me. Station yourself on the rock

. PITTY 7Y 92 DY) M¥T MpI2 TR 132 1aya My

and, as My Presence passes by, I will put you in a cleft of the rock and shield you with My
hand until T have passed by.
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Then I will take My hand away and you will see My back; but My face must not be seen.”
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The LORD passed before him and proclaimed: “The LORD! the LORD! a God

compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in kindness and faithfulness,

DY MIaN W | TR ARR X7 R ANYM YUR) W Xl DD7X7 707 3
DYV WYY 032 337
extending kindness to the thousandth generation, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin;

yet He does not remit all punishment, but visits the iniquity of parents upon children and

children’s children, upon the third and fourth generations.”
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In the year that King Uzziah died, I beheld my Lord seated on a high and lofty throne; and
the skirts of His robe filled the Temple.
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Seraphs stood in attendance on Him. Each of them had six wings: with two he covered his

face, with two he covered his legs, and with two he would fly.
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And one would call to the other, “Holy, holy, holy! The LORD of Hosts! His presence fills

all the earth!”
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Above the expanse over their heads was the semblance of a throne, in appearance like
sapphire; and on top, upon this semblance of a throne, there was the semblance of a

human form.
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From what appeared as his loins up, I saw a gleam as of amber—what looked like a fire
encased in a frame; and from what appeared as his loins down, I saw what looked like fire.

There was a radiance all about him.
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Like the appearance of the bow which shines in the clouds on a day of rain, such was the
appearance of the surrounding radiance. That was the appearance of the semblance of the

Presence of the LORD. When I beheld it, I flung myself down on my face. And I heard

the voice of someone speaking.
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As I looked on, Thrones were set in place, And the Ancient of Days took His seat. His

garment was like white snow, And the hair of His head was like lamb’s wool. His throne

was tongues of flame; Its wheels were blazing fire.
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A river of fire streamed forth before Him; Thousands upon thousands served Him;

Mpyriads upon myriads attended Him; The court sat and the books were opened.



Babylonian Talmud
Berakhot 7a
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Similarly, it was taught in a baraita that Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha, the High Priest,
said: Once, on Yom Kippur, I entered the innermost sanctum, the Holy of Holies, to
offer incense, and in a vision I saw Akatriel Ya, the Lord of Hosts, one of the names of
God expressing His ultimate authority, seated upon a high and exalted throne (see Isaiah
6).

And He said to me: Yishmael, My son, bless Me.

I said to Him the prayer that God prays: “May it be Your will that Your mercy
overcome Your anger,

and may Your mercy prevail over Your other attributes,

and may You act toward Your children with the attribute of mercy,

and may You enter before them beyond the letter of the law.”

The Holy One, Blessed be He, nodded His head and accepted the blessing. This event
teaches us that you should not take the blessing of an ordinary person lightly. If God
asked for and accepted a man’s blessing, all the more so that a man must value the blessing

of another man.




Babylonian Talmud
Hagigah 14b

MYHR N AT 0AN M MAAA DY 291 AW ORI 12 AP 1272 AWy N
79 RD 7 MR 72070 AWYNA AR P9 0D MW 02712 AR PR A0 TW 2
DWAN 22717 AR NPT PAN 091 0 "R XOR TMA 1723712 R 027 maw

MAR 19 AR ANTARY TR 727 TR NP

§ The Gemara returns to the topic of the Design of the Divine Chariot. The Sages
taught: An incident occurred involving Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai, who was riding
on a donkey and was traveling along the way, and his student, Rabbi Elazar ben Arakh,
was riding a donkey behind him. Rabbi Elazar said to him: My teacher, teach me one
chapter in the Design of the Divine Chariot. He said to him: Have I not taught you:
And one may not expound the Design of the Divine Chariot to an individual, unless he
is a Sage who understands on his own accord? Rabbi Elazar said to him: My teacher,
allow me to say before you one thing that you taught me. In other words, he humbly

requested to recite before him his own understanding of this issue. He said to him: Speak.
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Immediately, Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai alighted from the donkey, and wrapped his
head in his cloak in a manner of reverence, and sat on a stone under an olive tree. Rabbi
Elazar said to him: My teacher, for what reason did you alight from the donkey? He
said: Is it possible that while you are expounding the Design of the Divine Chariot,
and the Divine Presence is with us, and the ministering angels are accompanying us,
that I should ride on a donkey? Immediately, Rabbi Elazar ben Arakh began to discuss
the Design of the Divine Chariot and expounded, and fire descended from heaven and

encircled all the trees in the field, and all the trees began reciting song.
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What song did they recite? “Praise the Lord from the earth, sea monsters and all
depths...fruit trees and all cedars...praise the Lord” (Psalms 148:7-14). An angel
responded from the fire, saying: This is the very Design of the Divine Chariot, just as
you expounded. Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai stood and kissed Rabbi Elazar ben Arakh
on his head, and said: Blessed be God, Lord of Israel, who gave our father Abraham a
son like you, who knows how to understand, investigate, and expound the Design of
the Divine Chariot. There are some who expound the Torah’s verses well but do not
fulfill its imperatives well, and there are some who fulfill its imperatives well but do not
expound its verses well, whereas you expound its verses well and fulfill its imperatives
well. Happy are you, our father Abraham, that Elazar ben Arakh came from your

loins.
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continued
§ The Sages taught: Four entered the orchard [pardes], i.c., dealt with the loftiest secrets

of Torah, and they are as follows: Ben Azzai; and ben Zoma; Aher, the other, a name for
Elisha ben Avuya; and Rabbi Akiva. Rabbi Akiva, the senior among them, said to them:
When, upon your arrival in the upper worlds, you reach pure marble stones, do not say:
Water, water, although they appear to be water, because it is stated: “He who speaks

falsehood shall not be established before My eyes” (Psalms 101:7).



Maimonides ©LR¥NI DD X¥AD RIM JIWRY MXn 0¥ v YTH nindna mey) nitien Tio

. REDT NOARD KPR NI RO 2PPrAY 02 PIR) AW DORYNIT 9N
Mishnah Torah

The foundation of foundations and firmest pillar of all wisdom is, To know that there is a

Foundations of Torah

First Being, that He caused all beings to be, and that all beings from heaven and earth, and

Chapter 1 from between them, could not be save for the truth of His Own Being.
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Foundations of Torah

Chapter 1

ROR 2707 X7 279021 12 W 2710 021 020 P2 N0 OR" (xn 2% onan) MRV
(0 1 2007) RIT P2 WITRT AR MIR TN X2 1277 Y OUn DM Dwn

If so, wherefore is it written in the Torah, "And there was under his feet" (Ex. 24,10),
"Written with the finger of God" (Ex. 31,18), "The hand of the Lord" (Ex. 9,3), "The eyes
of the Lord" (Deut. 11, 12), "The ears of the Lord" (Num. 11,18) and more like
expressions? All such terminology is in accordance with the conception of sons of man
who cannot recognize aught but corporeal things, and the words of the Torah is like
human speech, but they are all attributes; for example, it is said: "If I whet My glittering
sword," (Deut. 32. 41.); Hath He a sword, or doth He slay with a sword? But it is a

metaphor, so is all metaphorical. As testimony thereto, one prophet says that he saw the



Maimonides

Guide for the Perplexed

Part I Section 54

THE wisest man, our Teacher Moses, asked two things of God, and received a reply
respecting both. The one thing he asked was, that God should let him know His true
essence: the other, which in fact he asked first, that God should let him know His
attributes. In answer to both these petitions God promised that He would let him know all
His attributes, and that these were nothing but His actions. He also told him that His true
essence could not be perceived, and pointed out a method by which he could obtain the
utmost knowledge of God possible for man to acquire. The knowledge obtained by Moses
has not been possessed by any human being before him or after him. His petition to know
the attributes of God is contained in the following words: "Show me now thy way, that I
may know thee, that I may find grace in thy sight" (Exed. 33:13). Consider how many
excellent ideas found expression in the words, "Show me thy way, that I may know thee."
We learn from them that God is known by His attributes, for Moses believed that he knew
Him, when he was shown the way of God. The words "That I may find grace in thy
sight," imply that he who knows God finds grace in His eyes. Not only is he acceptable
and welcome to God who fasts and prays, but everyone who knows Him. He who has no
knowledge of God is the object of His wrath and displeasure. The pleasure and the
displeasure of God, the approach to Him and the withdrawal from Him are proportional
to the amount of man's knowledge or ignorance concerning the Creator. We have already

gone too far away from our subject, let us now return to it.
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Moses Cordovero

Or Ne'erav

translation by Robinson, pp. 51-52

An impoverished person thinks that God is an old man with white hair, sitting
on a wondrous throne of fire that glitters with countless sparks, as it is written:
“And the Ancient of Days took His seat. His garment was like white snow, And
the hair of His head was like lamb’s wool. His throne was tongues of flame”
(Daniel 7:9). Imagining this and similar fantasies, the fool corporealizes God. He
falls into one of the traps that destroys faith. His awe of God is limited by his
imagination.

But if you are enlightened, you know God’s oneness. You know that the divine is
devoid of bodily categories—these can never be applied to God.

Then you wonder, astonished, Who am I? I am a mustard seed in the middle of
the sphere of the moon, which itself is a mustard seed within the next sphere. So
it is with that sphere and all it contains in relation to the next sphere. So itis with
all the spheres—one inside the other—and all of them are a mustard seed within
the further expanses. And all of these are a mustard seed within further expanses.

Your awe is invigorated, the love in your soul expands.
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