Tips for Using Kol Ami Facilities for Your Simcha

Promptly Reserve Our Facility: Our Facility is reserved on a first-come, first-served basis.
Confirm your date and your celebration promptly to ensure your use of our beautiful facility
as, regularly, we receive facility requests from congregants and outside organizations.

Think About the Flow from Your B’nei Mitzvah Service to Your Celebration: Keeping
everything in one location often makes the day smoother and less stressful and saves
money on items like transportation to another location

Select a Caterer Who Matches Your Budget and Desired Vibe: Kol Ami has a great panel
of approved caterers from which you may choose. When choosing a caterer, don’t just
sample the food—sample the service. Pay attention to how quickly they respond, how

clearly they communicate, and whether they’re willing to adapt to your event’s style and
constraints. Great food matters, but a caterer who’s organized and collaborative will save
you stress on the big day.

Setup Timing: For most events, our team and caterers typically need 2-3 hours for setup. If
your event requires a more complex build—such as pipe and drape, ceiling décor, or
other specialty installations—please connect with Jess Lorden before finalizing plans so
we can ensure everything is feasible.

Determine Your Party Layout: When laying out a party space, consider the flow first. Think

about how guests will naturally move—from the sanctuary to the cocktail area to food to
dancing to seating—and place key stations where they won’t create bottlenecks. A layout
that guides people effortlessly makes the whole event feel smoother and more inviting.

Understand What is Included In Your Kol Ami Rental: Kol Ami rentals include our

beautiful indoor and outdoor spaces, a state-of-the-art kitchen, tables (dinner, cocktail,
and buffet), plush seating, dishes, wine and water glasses, and service for 200 guests.
Linens are not included and should be rented through your caterer. Security guards are
required and will be retained by Kol Ami. Security guard charges are not included in your
facility rental; you must pay the guard(s) in cash on the day of your event.

Tips: While never expected, tips are a thoughtful way to show appreciation for the hard
work of our custodial team. For those wishing to thank our clergy, a contribution to the
Clergy Discretionary Fund is a customary and meaningful gesture.
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